The worship leader and the Vision

· Unity is a powerful thing. One of the most revealing scriptures of this fact is found in Genesis 11:1-6. When we are united, there is nothing that we cannot achieve. The devil’s work is to cause division amongst believers.
The worship leader is never above God’s vision and plans. Worship leaders must submit to the direction of the pastor because it is the pastor who is held accountable for the direction of the church. It is vitally important for a worship leader to believe in the vision of the church and run hard after it. In unity there is blessing. When a worship leader has a vision in mind, it influences the way in which they lead. Thus, there must be one vision. When you know and are submitted to the vision of the church, it can dictate how you choose your song list (what words are you singing), what type of songs you do, how you present yourself as a worship team, what kind of people do you recruit (The list is endless). The worship leader and the pastor must speak be on the same page. The power in this is that the congregation will find themselves singing the very same things that they hear from the pulpit. They will see the connection between worship and word.
Creativity in Worship 
· I’ve come to learn that creativity in worship must always be for the purpose of connecting people to God.  

Creativity in worship must always be for the purpose of connecting people to God. And as worship leaders, the only measure we have of whether that is the case or not is our hearts. Matthew 5:8 says “Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see God.” Worship leaders continuously check the state of your heart. Pride will cost you your heart. Offence will cost you your heart. Rebellion will cost you your heart. And all of these things are waiting to ensnare you as you march on in this worship leading thing.
· Why is creativity so important? Creativity helps to break down stereotypes! The path to knowing God is full of misconceptions that need to be corrected. People come from different backgrounds come with different views. “Church is boring. God is distant. I’m too messed up. I can’t clap, I can’t dance, I can’t shout.” It’s these unaddressed barriers that keep people away from experiencing freedom in God and keep them at a distance. As worship leaders, we need to identify misconceptions and false labels that people place on God and be deliberate in addressing them through worship. Your creativity has a purpose. Please remember that creativity is not always extravagant, excessive, loud or complex.
· Find the stereotypes and break them. Jesus was a pro at breaking stereotypes in order to reveal truth. At youth, we introduced hip hop and beat boxing in worship, not because we wanted to be on the cutting edge, but because we wanted to tear down the lies and introduce people to a living God. The tools we can use are… (Other art forms: painting, poetry, flags, vuvuzelas…) What are the beliefs creeping into your congregation that you need to address? Address them until they fall away. Remember that creativity does not have to be extravagant. Something as simple as a different clapping pattern can be used to introduce a new level of engagement in worship.
· Creativity helps to reveal God for who he truly is. There were certain songs that we could not sing two years ago, that we can sing now. Because hearts are ready to receive. We couldn’t go into, “You are holy, holy” two years ago because our guys needed to hear, “What a Friend I’ve Found” Know the state of your flock. Where is your congregation at? Only when the barriers to God are torn down can you begin to sing truth into people’s hearts. Not only will that truth be sung, but it will be accepted because the seed will fall on ready soil. 
· Take them deeper. Reveal more of God. When we understand who God is, we start to understand who we are in Him and there’s nothing more powerful than a person who knows who they are in God. Nothing. Know your flock. 
· This brings me to my last point. Probably my most valuable learning. The concept of developing worshippers versus leading worship. The mindset of one who desires to develop worshippers says, “I want you to encounter God and love Him even after the music stops.” The mindset of one who leads worship says, “I want you to encounter God and love Him while we are in this moment.”
There is a mind-shift that needs to happen. It’s not about just leading people to worship God in the allotted worship time. It is about developing worshippers who will continue to praise Him in spirit and in truth, wherever they are. Do not just choose the anointed songs that work. Choose the anointed songs that need to be heard. Resist the need to always sing in the spaces (instrumental breaks, long pauses between phrases) during worship. Allow God to minister. This is a growth opportunity for them to hear God, be encouraged by God and encounter God for themselves. Staying within the boundaries limits growth. Pushing the boundaries results in growth. What are the boundaries? Have you ever as a worship leader believed that you should be quiet for 10 more seconds, but looking at the congregation you felt that it was 10 seconds too long, so you spoke.  Have you ever lingered on a song and felt it was the right thing to do until you saw some people becoming uncomfortable with the “pause” so you moved on. Have you ever repeated a line over and over again and felt like you needed to do it over and over again, but didn’t because some were tiring out. The boundaries are people’s attention span, comfortability levels, and people’s preferences. You need to push them all. Let me stress this though. It is God who permits us to move on in teaching and push people deeper.  Hebrews 6:1-3.
